
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E431March 21, 2002
AFGHAN GIRLS RETURN TO

SCHOOL

HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
a remarkable event that will be taking place
this week in Afghanistan. For the first time in
five years, Afghan girls will be allowed to en-
roll in school without fear of the Taliban.

The collapse of the Taliban regime has en-
abled the Afghan citizens to enjoy new per-
sonal freedoms that were once forbidden.

Under the Taliban regime, women and girls
were not allowed to go to school to attain a
basic education. Many illegal schools were set
up in private homes during the repressive re-
gime because women and girls did not want to
give up their education. During this time, if any
of these underground schools were discov-
ered, these women and girls wound up in jail,
were severely beaten, or sometimes even
killed.

This week marks a time for celebration.
Women and girls will no longer be threatened
and harmed from pursuing their right to an
education. I celebrate with the Afghan women
and girls on their return to school and join my
colleagues in celebrating this momentous
event in empowering women around the
world.

f

THE HOSPITALIZED VETERANS FI-
NANCIAL ASSISTANCE ACT OF
2002

HON. SUSAN DAVIS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker,
today I have the pleasure to introduce the
Hospitalized Veterans Financial Assistance
Act of 2002 and thank my Veterans Affairs
Committee colleagues, Committee Ranking
Member LANE EVANS, Benefits Subcommittee
Ranking Member SILVESTRE REYES, and fellow
Benefits Subcommittee member CORRINE
BROWN who have joined me on this important
legislation.

I would also like to thank the authors of the
Independent Budget who brought this critical
issue to our attention. In short, current law
subjects many hospitalized veterans to a fi-
nancial hardship. Let me explain further.

An inequity exists in current law controlling
the beginning date for payment of increased
compensation based on periods of incapacity
due to hospitalization or convalescence. Hos-
pitalization in excess of 21 days for a service-
connected disability entitles the veteran to a
temporary total disability rating. This rating is
effective the first day of hospitalization and
continues to the last day of the month of hos-
pital discharge. Similarly, where surgery for a
service-connected disability necessitates at
least I month’s convalescence or causes com-
plications, or where immobilization of a major
joint by cast is necessary, a temporary total
rating is awarded effective the date of hospital
admission or outpatient visit.

While the effective date of the temporary
total disability rating corresponds to the begin-

ning date of hospitalization or treatment, under
current law (38 U.S.C. § 5111) the effective
date for payment purposes is delayed until the
first day of the month following the effective
date of the increased rating.

This provision deprives veterans of any in-
crease in compensation to offset the total dis-
ability during the first month in which tem-
porary total disability occurs. This deprivation
and consequent delay in the payment of in-
creased compensation often jeopardizes dis-
abled veterans’ financial security and unfairly
causes them hardships.

The Hospitalized Veterans Financial Assist-
ance Act of 2002 would allow for payment of
benefits in all hospitalization and convalescent
claims to begin effective the first day of the
month in which hospitalization or treatment be-
gins.

Mr. Chairman, once again the nation’s sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, and Marines are on for-
eign soil either engaged directly with an
enemy or on alert to respond as necessary to
assure our citizens’ right to live in freedom.
Let us in Congress assure these dedicated
men and women that we will provide for those
who bear today’s and tomorrow’s battles and
not force them to endure a financial hardship.

President Abraham Lincoln said it best,
‘‘. . . what is fairly due from us here, in the
dispensing of patronage, towards the men
who, by fighting our battles, bear the chief bur-
then of saving our country . . . is that, other
claims and qualifications being equal, they
have the better right; and this is especially ap-
plicable to the disabled soldier.’’

f

TRIBUTE TO MR. CLIFFORD C.
LAPLANTE

HON. NORMAN D. DICKS
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to a longtime friend and a great Amer-
ican, Mr. Clifford C. LaPlante. Cliff is about to
retire after more than 50 years of dedicated
service to our country and to the defense and
aerospace community.

Born and raised in upstate New York, Cliff
began his most distinguished career in the
aeronautical arena with the U.S. Air Force dur-
ing the Korean War. An acquisition specialist,
Cliff dedicated himself to ensuring that Amer-
ican forces were equipped with the most capa-
ble equipment that American industry could
provide. As we hear in the media about the
critical roles of Air Force systems such as the
C–5 Galaxy and the KC–135 aerial refueling
fleet, I would point out to my colleagues that
these systems were developed and deployed
under the watchful eye of Cliff LaPlante.

As an Air Force legislative affairs officer,
Cliff became well known to the members of
the Armed Services and Appropriations Com-
mittees. He quickly became an asset to mem-
bers and staff alike for his concise and timely
responses to the many questions that arose
during consideration of Defense department
budget requests. The reputation Cliff devel-
oped as a trusted and admired member of the
Air Force reflect great credit on himself as well
as the U.S. Air Force.

My personal association with Cliff began in
1970 when Cliff decided to forego a much-de-

served promotion to full Colonel in favor of
joining The Boeing Company as its first full
time liaison representative to the Congress.
During his eight years with Boeing, Cliff con-
tinued the fine legislative work he had begun
with the Air Force and he became involved in
many vital defense programs such as the
AWACS, the Airborne Command Post and the
KC–135 re-engining program.

In 1979, Cliff began the General Electric
Company chapter of his career, which has
lasted twenty-three years. Cliff continued to
build on the legislative work he began during
his tenures with the Air Force and Boeing and
was at the very center of the major defense
issues of the day. Cliff distinguished himself
with his role in the KC–135 re-engining pro-
gram and during ‘‘The Great Engine War’’
where GE competed, and won, a place for its
F110 engine on the F–16. American business
schools now view ‘‘The Great Engine War’’ as
a classic case study on how defense procure-
ment should be done.

Now, after more than 50 years of dedicated
service to his country, the Congress and the
aerospace community, Cliff is about to retire
from GE and will begin what is perhaps his
most noble endeavor. Together with his wife,
Cecilia, Cliff has established a charitable foun-
dation, ‘‘Children Come First,’’ that is dedi-
cated to helping underprivileged children in
Peru. Those of us who have worked with Cliff
know that he will bring the same spirit and
vigor that has exemplified his past under-
takings to his foundation and that he will cer-
tainly continue to ‘‘Bring Good Things to Life’’
for underprivileged kids.

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for all my col-
leagues in the House who have known and
worked with Cliff over the years when I say we
will miss him but wish him well in the next
chapter of his fascinating career.

f

HONORING OTTERBEIN COLLEGE,
NCAA MEN’S DIVISION III NA-
TIONAL CHAMPIONS

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, while the big
school college basketball championship is still
to be decided, we in Central Ohio are already
celebrating the Otterbein College Cardinals’
victory in the NCAA Men’s Division III cham-
pionship game. The Cardinals came from 11
points behind in the second half to crush Eliz-
abethtown 102–83 and bring the national title
home to Westerville, Ohio.

The victory topped a spectacular season for
Coach Dick Reynolds and his squad. The Car-
dinals finished first in the tough Ohio Athletic
Conference during the regular season, then
won the conference tournament en route to an
overall 30–3 record. It’s a homegrown success
story too, with every player coming from the
Buckeye State and 11 of them from the Cen-
tral Ohio area.

Otterbein is no stranger to basketball suc-
cess. The Cardinals’ title came in their third
trip to the Final Four in Reynolds’ 30 years
with the program.

Their games weren’t on ESPN and you
won’t find them on your tournament bracket
sheet. But some of the best basketball in the
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country is played on the Division III level.
We’re proud that Otterbein College, the best
of the best, has brought a national title to Cen-
tral Ohio.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, on March 19, I
was in Florida participating in my close friend
Ted Winpenny’s wedding as his best man and
therefore, missed four recorded votes.

I take my voting responsibility very seriously
and would like the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD to
reflect that, had I been present, I would have
voted yes on recorded vote number 65, yes
on recorded vote number 66, yes on recorded
vote number 67, and yes on recorded vote 68.

f

CONGRATULATING THE GIRL
SCOUTS OF THE U.S.A. ON ITS
90TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. PAUL RYAN
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, this
month the Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. (GSUSA)
is celebrating its 90th anniversary. Addition-
ally, the Girl Scout Council of Kenosha County
is celebrating its 80th anniversary. I would like
to recognize the accomplishments of the Girl
Scouts in Wisconsin’s First Congressional Dis-
trict: the Girl Scout council of Kenosha Coun-
ty, the Girl Scouts of Badger Council, and the
Girl Scouts of Racine County.

Juliette Gordon Low believed girls needed a
supportive community for girls and young
women to develop physically, mentally, and
spiritually. On March 12, 1912, Ms. Low as-
sembled twelve girls in Savanna, Georgia, for
the first Girl Scout meeting. The idea spread
quickly. In 1918, six years after that inaugural
meeting, Kenosha County organized its first
meetings and joined the Girl Scout movement.
Four years later, in 1922, the Girl Scouts of
the U.S.A. awarded the Girl Scout Council of
Kenosha County its official charter.

The Girl Scout Law, on which the Girl Scout
mission rests, encourages all girls to uphold
values such as honesty, fairness, and respon-
sibility, while developing respect and compas-
sion for the world around them. Girl Scouts
continue to build on this foundation by adopt-
ing the practice of these values to the contem-
porary issues facing girls today.

In contrast to those first twelve Scouts 90
years ago, Girl Scouts today is comprised of
over 2.7 million girls and 900,000 adult volun-
teers in the U.S. Globally, that number tops 10
million members in over 140 countries. Cur-
rently, the Girl Scout Council of Kenosha
County proudly maintains an active member-
ship of 3200 Scouts. To put that in perspec-
tive, one in nine girls are involved in Girl
Scouting nationwide, while in Kenosha Coun-
ty, one in every five girls is a Girl Scout.

Girl Scouts depends on its volunteers and
its community. As with all Girl Scout Councils,
the secret behind the success of Scouting is

the hard work of the adult volunteers. This
well-qualified team of volunteers works with
the Council to organize and encourage the
Scouts. Additionally, the support of the com-
munity is integral to the Girl Scouts. Troop
meetings take place in local schools, church-
es, and other community centers, and out-
reach activities require the cooperation of
community businesses and organizations. The
strength of these relationships is visible in
Southeastern Wisconsin. The adult members,
businesses, and organizations work together
to open doors for young women to learn and
expand their horizons.

For 90 years, Girl Scouts has empowered
girls with the values and skills it takes to be-
come the next generation of leaders. The Girl
Scout Council of Kenosha County, the Girl
Scouts of Badger Council, and the Girl Scouts
of Racine County, like Councils all over the
world, are helping girls to grow strong and
build the necessary foundation to be success-
ful in all they do. It is with admiration that I
congratulate the Girl Scouts and all who sup-
port them on the first 90 years of remarkable
service, and with enthusiasm that I wish them
all the best on the next 90 years.

f

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘GUN
SHOW BACKGROUND CHECK ACT
of 2002’’

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing the ‘‘Gun Show Background Check
Act of 2002’’, legislation designed to close the
loophole in federal gun laws which allow crimi-
nals to buy firearms at gun shows. I am
Joined by Representatives FRANK, BERMAN,
NADLER, LOFGREN, WATERS, MEEHAN,
DELAHUNT, WEINER, ACKERMAN, ANDREWS,
BROWN, CLAY, CROWLEY, CUMMINGS, DAVIS
(IL), DEGETTE, HASTINGS (FL), JACKSON (IL),
KILPATRICK, LEE, MARKEY, SCHAKOWSKY, and
WEXLER.

As you know, under current law federal fire-
arms licensees are required to maintain care-
ful records of their sales, and under the Brady
Act, to check the purchaser’s background with
the National Instant Criminal Background
Check System (NICS) before transferring any
firearm. However, a person does not need a
federal firearms license—and the Brady Act
does not apply—if the person is not ‘‘engaged
in the business’’ of selling firearms pursuant to
federal law. My bill corrects these deficiencies
by (1) requiring background checks for all fire-
arms sales at gun shows, (2) defining gun
shows to include any event at which 50 or
more firearms are offered or exhibited for sale
and (3) by improving firearm tracing meas-
ures—in the event that a firearm becomes the
subject of a law enforcement investigation.

I do not believe we can close a loophole by
opening a dozen more. We should not weaken
the Brady law by shortening background
checks to 24 hours—thereby allowing more
than 2,200 additional felons, fugitives and
stalkers to purchase guns in an 18 month pe-
riod; we should not allow states to limit the
search of individual records to ‘‘disposition in-
formation’’—which, as you may know, ex-
cludes mental health records and restraining

orders; and we should not create an unprece-
dented exemption that would allow a gun traf-
ficker to sell thousands of guns from his home
without conducting any background checks.

Considering the many recent tragedies and
threats of violence we have had in our nations
schools and the recent reports indicating that
the U.S. gun industry sold numerous guns to
members of Osama bin Laden’s ‘‘al Qaida’’
terrorist network, the importance of enacting
legislation that will promote a more secure na-
tion can not be overstated.

It’s time for smarter, better gun safety pre-
vention and enforcement. The bill we are intro-
ducing today will move us in that direction, I
am hopeful that Congress will move quickly to
enact this worthwhile and timely legislation.

f

HONORING P.J. CORR

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor P.J. Corr. Mr. Corr will be recognized
on Saturday, March 23rd for his many
achievements, and for his years of loyalty to
the Cavan P&B Association.

P.J. Corr was born in the parish of
Mullahoran in Ireland. He is the eldest son of
the late Patrick Corr and Cecilia Corr, nee
Lynch. They were the proud parents of four
children, P.J., Thomas (deceased), Peter who
lives in England and Nuala who resides in
Dublin.

Mr. Corr completed his formal education at
Loungduff National School and was later em-
ployed in Dublin by James Caffrey of Jervis
Street, a well-known Cavan man. After four
years in Dublin, Mr. Corr immigrated to New
York where he found employment for eight
years in the A&P Supermarket.

In late 1957, Mr. Corr joined the fighting
69th Regiment serving on active duty for six
months and the reserves for eight years,
eventually reaching the rank of Company Ser-
geant. In 1965, Corr went to work for Danny
Brady, also a Cavan man. After two years, he
joined the staff of Killarney Rose and re-
mained there for twenty years. After working in
the financial district, he moved on to the res-
taurant business, working as a manager at the
Greentree Restaurant for fifteen years.

In addition, Mr. Corr is very socially in-
volved. He has been a member of the Cavan
P&B Association for the last forty years and
was the President of the football club from
1985 to 1987. An ardent golfer, Corr is also a
member of the Cavan Golf Club. He presently
serves as the President of the Mullahoran So-
cial Club, and is a member of clubs such as
the Irish American Society of Nassau, Suffolk
and Queens, the Greenville Irish American
Club, the Michael J. Quill Irish Culture Center
in East Durham and the Ancient Order of Hi-
bernians Division 9 Bronx County.

On a more personal note, Corr met the
lovely Kathleen McGovern from Blacklion
West Cavan in 1959. In 1963, the couple was
married. Together, they have three children;
Patrick, who is one of the New York’s Bravest,
Thomas, a member of 32BJ and Noreen who
is married to NYPD Sergeant Gerry Dowling.
In 1992, Kathleen passed away, God rest her
soul.
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